
n Winter had some staying power 
in February, lots of snow, some 
cold, and the now-familiar wide 
temperature swings. Groundhogs 
predict an early spring, so now we 
will have to see what comes with the 
“lions and lambs” of March. Will we 
be on the land in 5 weeks?
Our staff is happy to welcome you 

back into our stores. Thank you for your patience as we 
continue to manage around the ever changing Covid-19 
protocols. As always, we are working hard to keep our 
customers and staff safe. Curbside pick-up is still available 
at all locations if you prefer, or you can always call your 
local branch to arrange for delivery. Look for new store-front 
improvements in Wiarton this month as we complete a major 
upgrade at our northernmost facility. 
Spring seed and fertilizer deliveries are in full swing. We 
will be contacting growers this month to take advantage of 
extended terms for early crop input deliveries. Schedule 
seed for delivery by March 26 for a chance to win some 
great prizes! Be sure and contact your branch or field man 
with any outstanding seed requirements as supply on the 
more popular varieties continues to tighten up. Huron Bay 
Co-op will be accepting empty seed bags and totes, as well 
as triple rinsed chemical containers for proper disposal and 
recycling. We can provide plastic bags to hold your folded 
seed bags and chemical jugs for return to your closest 
Huron Bay Agronomy location. This continues to be a great 
opportunity for us to demonstrate how hard our industry 
is working to protect the environment. New agronomy 
equipment is arriving at a rapid pace. Our 6 new fertilizer 
spreaders are here, along with 2 new 16 tonne Doyle tender 
units. Our new Rogator sprayer is on the way to Walkerton. 
Our New Amazone spinner truck is scheduled to come out 
of the shop for delivery to Dundalk at the end of this month.                                                                                                                                           
Now is also a good time of year to look at farm storage 
tanks. Contact your driver, branch, or the Energy Division 
at 888-337-3835, for pump and hose repairs or tank 
painting, leveling, and relocation. Remember, all your 
farm fuels can be financed on FCC! Improved cash-
flow, competitive rates, locally administered, FCC is 
a great program for your crop financing requirements. 
Depending on Canada Post, by the time you receive this 
newsletter, we will be getting ready to attend the Special 
Member Meeting or it will be complete. In either case, we 
will be communicating the outcome to our member-owners, 
along with the next steps in the evolution of this project. 
Have a happy St. Patrick’s Day, welcome back daylight 
savings time (the 14th), spring’s first day is on the 20th and, 
we’ll watch for showers, right after the Easter Bunny visits 
on April 4th.

Regards……… 

 Kelly Boyle
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FROM THE ENERGY DESK 
nAs I write this, we are in the middle 
of our first big snow event of the year, 
and some of the coldest weather we 
have seen yet this winter as well. 
Staff is working hard to keep up with 
increased demand, along with battling 
the delays snow loads cause. A big 
thank you to our dedicated staff for 
keeping everyone warm!  

Now through spring is a good time to consider a Max price 
contract for this coming year's fuel requirements Max price 
contracts allow you to “cap” the price of your fuel, while still 
getting the lower rate if the market is lower throughout the 
year. Due to higher market volatility, we are currently only able 
to offer 6-month terms on these contracts, but we do expect 
our regular 12 month offering to return in the future. This is 
a great budgeting tool to protect yourself from a sometimes-
volatile commodity. Don’t forget we can finance your farm fuel 
through FCC, and that we offer Dieselex Gold, the best fuel 
for today's sophisticated fuel systems. 

As we start to approach spring, we are starting to think about 
spring fuel requirements If you think your tank or pump needs 
repair or replacement please contact us, we would love to get 
this looked after for you before the spring rush. We continue 
to work on tank inspections throughout the territory, don’t 
be alarmed if you see an HBC service truck in your yard in 
the coming months as we work towards completing these. 
These inspections will help identify maintenance and upgrade 
requirements for tanks and equipment, while also helping us 
update our records for better tracking in the future.

To contact the Energy Division with your inquiries or order 
needs. Please see below or scan the QR code. 

Please note the “Cell” number provided receives 
text messages ONLY.

Call: 1-888-337-3835 
Text:1-519-957-1064 
Email: energy@huronbaycoop.ca

Allan Williamson
Energy Division Manager
1-888-337-3835
awilliamson@huronbaycoop.ca

We would like to welcome the following employees to the 
Huron Bay Team:
• Steve Bates - Energy Driver
• Dale Witt-Warehouse Clerk - Wiarton

We would like to congratulate Kelly and Maurita Boyle on the 
birth of their new grandson!

SEED PICK-UP DAYS!
Pick-up, take delivery, or schedule delivery of your seed 
products by March 26, and we’ll enter you in a draw for some 
great prizes!
• A YETI COOLER.
• A CRAFTSMAN TOOL ASSORTMENT.
• A CROSSFIRE PORTABLE WELDER.
• ONE OF 3 $50 TIM CARDS.



Huron Bay Co-operative is accepting new members. We use the funds 
generated to strengthen the position of the co-operative and for financing new 
capital purchases to provide better service to you our members and customers. 
To become a member of the co-op requires a $15 one time non-refundable 
membership fee. Huron Bay Co-operative offers a $500 basic member loan 
with a 10 year term at BMO Prime plus 2% interest per annum. This loan 
is required before any patronage can be paid out. Members are entitled to 
patronage refunds when declared by your co-operative. As a member you are 
able to exercise a vote on company policies. You are also able to vote on the 
election of your board of directors, nominated from our pool of members. It 
also allows the member to invest monies in special member loans that are 
currently returning:

 2.5 % per annum 1 year 
 3.5 % per annum 3 year 
 4.5 % per annum 5 year 
If you would like to discuss investing in your Co-operative, please 
c o n t a c t  y o u r  l o c a l  b r a n c h  m a n a g e r,  t h e  C o n t r o l l e r  R o b 
Gordon at 519-392-8693 or the GM, Kelly Boyle at 519-367-5765

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES

FROM THE RETAIL STORE

For the 
good health 

of sheep

Build a total nutrition program that will provide your sheep with  
the required nutrients to achieve your breeding and production goals 

and match your management style. Masterfeeds Sheep Nutrition 
Program offers a range of choices from premixes to complete feeds, 

to compliment the resources you already have on-farm. 

For more information about Masterfeeds Sheep Nutrition  
program, contact your local Co-Op Representative.

*Discount only applies to these two formulas.  
Expires March 31, 2021.

$1 OFF*

per bag of GoalMaker  

Lamb Starter 20% OR  

18% Lamb Starter/Grower 

Medicated Rations

(553004/553005)

By: Lina Calvert
2021 has been declared the International Year of Fruits and 
Vegetables by the United Nations!  This initiative aims to raise 
awareness of the nutritional benefits of fruit and vegetables, 
and their ability to strengthen our immunity and overall 
health.  This project highlights global food security, food waste 
mitigation, sustainable farming practices, and our current 
opportunity to strengthen and improve these systems through 
innovation and technology.  It also aims to promote the role of 
family farms in supply chains, improved income generation, 
the role of women in farming, and the continued empowerment 
through education and sharing of best practices.  
We should use this year to rethink our relationship with how 
we produce and consume food, and re-examine agrifood 
chains.  This is a chance to commit to a healthier, more resilient 
food system, embrace better overall health, and encourage 
available and affordable nutrition for all. 2021 is a unique 
opportunity to raise global awareness, support local, and 
empower future generations.
Although we all know the obvious health benefits of fruits and 

vegetables, many of us still do not consume enough daily!  In 
our part of the province, we, fortunately, have the opportunities 
to grow and enjoy many different fruit and vegetables, including 
several cold-hardy varieties.  To keep these varieties at their 
best, we should be spraying a dormant oil/lime sulfur treatment 
to kill overwintered pests and disease.  This early act of 
preventative maintenance is essential for helping our beloved 
varieties perform their best. 
• Dormant oil kits can be used on a variety of trees, shrubs, and 
plants, including apples, pears, raspberries, roses, and more.  
• The dormant oil spray must be applied when plants are 
dormant, and no buds have swelled.  
• Apply when the weather is consistently above freezing, spray 
between 5-10°C, and when there is no risk of frost at night 
(usually mid-March to early April).  
• Follow mixing directions, apply liberally, starting at the top of 
the plant and working down.  
• Spray on a day with no wind, no rain/snow, and spray early 
in the day so it can dry by nightfall.  
• The dormant oil can only be used when plants are dormant!  
The lime sulfur can be used throughout the season for disease 
prevention.  
March 20 is the first official day of Spring!  Contact your local 
branch for all your gardening needs!

By: Jennifer Macdonald
With early planting and a relatively nice fall we had, we 
have high expectations for this year’s wheat crop, however, 
sometimes Mother Nature has different plans. Taking a look 
at our wheat once the snow is off can give us the building 
blocks for how we are going to treat our wheat crop moving 
forward. Assessing the number of fall tillers and the planting 
depth etc. gives us some tools to move forward. Although 
final assessment of wheat stands can only be made after 
late winter green up when the risk of freezing and thawing is 
low. We often review the stand too early and worry about it 
for the next month. The wheat crop is extremely vulnerable 
to frost heaving. I would consider this threat one of the most 
detrimental to a stand's health and yield potential. A lack 
of snow cover increases the vulnerability of the crop. Field 
diagnostics –Check the overall health of the stand looking for 
poor growing spots or sparse plant populations across the 
whole field. When assessing individual plants the tips may 
be brown from windburn or frost but we need to determine if 
the crown is still alive. This requires digging up the plant and 
examining the root and crown tissue. Frost heaving is when 
the crown of the plant is pushed up out of the soil as the soil 
freezes and thaws during late winter early spring. A closer look 
at frost-heaved plants will show the crown and upper roots 
exposed with only a few roots remaining in the soil.  These 
plants may green up and look normal, but within a few weeks 
heaved plants will turn brown and die. Wheat that is planted 
too shallow often will fall victim to heaving. Planting should 
be a minimum of 1-1/2 inches deep, my preference would 
be at least 2 inches deep. Heaving is often worse in fields 
with wet, heavier soils and fields that are conventionally tilled 
with reduced protection from the residue. A healthy plant’s 
root system should be whitish in colour. Brown or cream can 
indicate rot and/or dead tissue. Finally, pull back the leaves 
and look at the base of the plant. This should also be white/
green in colour and appear swollen. Once we have an idea of 
the health of the plants we can determine if the stand is viable. 
• 4 healthy plants per foot of row is a minimum.
• 5 healthy plants per foot of row are 75-80 % yield.
Ideally, we do not want to be in this position but we need to 
consider the economics of what you have already spent and 
what the crop you are replacing your wheat with will return 
per acre. Early N application will encourage thin stands to 
tiller. Adequate tiller development is essential for high yields. 
Be sure to make a final assessment just before applying the 
first nitrogen applications as plant health may change and the 
amount of Nitrogen should be determined by the number of 
healthy plants and tillers present. Applications can be applied 
anytime between green-up and just before growth stage 6 
(elongation) to achieve maximum yield. If you are unsure of 
your plant stand assessment or what your nitrogen rate for 
optimal yield is contact your local Huron Bay Agronomy adviser 
to assist in making the right decision for your farm.

CROP NEWS


