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n The good news is spring is starting to 
show us the very beautiful benefits of living 
in a four-season climate. The winter seems 
to have slipped by very quickly this year 
and in reality wasn’t nearly as harsh as 
some—in years gone by. Hopefully Mother 
Nature doesn’t create havoc with this year’s 
planting, and everyone is able to plant crops 
and gardens smoothly in 2019.
n We have temporarily moved our total 
administration staff to our Walkerton 
fertilizer plant while we renovated the 

former store and administration offices in Teeswater—into 
one larger corporate office facility along with a new Board 
Room and meeting room. We had out-grown the current office 
space and the staff are looking forward to moving back to 
fully renovated offices with more than three times the space 
which should make for a far nicer environment to work in.  
The phone numbers are the same—we have them being 
forwarded to Walkerton for the renovation period.
n Also the Fertilizer staff at Teeswater have a new temporary 
office in the warehouse right behind the store which we are 
renovating. The phone number—1-519-392-6862 remains the 
same. There is also a message option available on that line. 
It’s going to be a bit inconvenient but with all the renovations, 
noise and dust—this was the best option.
n Fertilizer prices have increased this year compared to the last 
couple but still lower than 3 or 4 years ago. There is lots of smoke 
being created south of the border with trade embargoes being put 
on commodities and retaliations happening from those affected are 
causing major turmoil on prices. China normally exports 8 million 
tonnes of urea and to-date only 1 million exported—some of this 
however is plant shut-downs because of pollution. The other big 
factor is the low Canadian dollar. However we are still far better off 
with a low dollar when it comes to selling grains and livestock.
n So far this year—both the commodity and livestock sectors 
have been receiving a bit better than predicted returns. The 
livestock sector is a bit mixed with beef and pork prices lower than 
last year and lamb up substantially. Beef producers are having 
some challenges getting their cattle processed—with 4 to 6 weeks 
waiting periods. This being caused by significantly less fat cattle 
being processed in the United States. We need to be aware of 
future prices and be prepared to commit part of the end product 

to a locked in profitable margin—it’s plenty risky—to just wait and 
see—in this new swinging market—prices can be very unsettled. 
n At Huron Bay our sales staff are quite busy getting the last of 
the cropping recommendations finalized. Remember—Cutting 
back on inputs normally will reduce yields. Don’t save 
yourself out of business. Chemical and seed inputs are up 
slightly. We need to get maximum economical yields. Give 
your closest branch a call today and we’ll gladly help you 
make the right choices for your 2019 crop. We’ll likely have 
to see what develops regarding planted acres of corn and 
soybeans south of the border—along with prices over the 
next few weeks. THIS YEAR WE NEED TO DO EVERYTHING 
RIGHT—TO GIVE YOU MAXIMUM RETURNS.
 We are seeing some real yield enhancements with the 
addition of sulphur to most crops. Also the response to Zinc 
and Boron in certain crops is also showing yield increases. 
 If you are not using a fungicide on your wheat, cereal 
grains, soybeans or corn talk to our crop specialists—the 
results are pretty amazing.
n Supply of seed and chemicals are adequate right now—
however some varieties of cereal grains and GMO soybeans are 
getting limited or sold out---as long as there are no hiccups—we 
should be close to satisfying all seed demand. There are some 
concerns about logistics if we have a quick spring. Hopefully there 
is a smooth flow this spring with fertilizer and there are no outage 
challenges. Your Co-op has the best supply system in Ontario 
and we’ll certainly do our very best.
n Garden Centers and garden supplies are a big part of 
Huron Bay Co-op. We have Green Houses and Lath Houses at 
nearly all of our branches. We’re diligently getting ready for all 
your spring flower and vegetable gardens. Your Co-op carries only 
top quality shrubs, perennials, trees, vegetables, and annuals. The 
little bit of price difference shows up real fast with live healthy 
results. Remember “GROWING IS OUR BUSINESS” Let our 
Expert Staff show you our product showcase.
n Lawn Care is a Co-op specialty. There are a lot of over- 
priced and poor quality products being offered in this market. 
Watch out for Grass Seed with fillers and weed seed content 
in them that meet gov’t specs but are ethically inferior. Some 
business’s offer fertilizer for your lawn that is cheap—but doesn’t 
contain Slow Release Nitrogen, or essential trace elements. At 
Huron Bay Co-op our staff are well trained to offer expert 



RETAIL NEWS
n Spring planting season has changed in many ways thanks 
to our liberal government and your Markdale  location are ready. 
Come in and check out our growing supplies of ready to go soils  
or mix your own with worm casting and a splash of seaweed, 
micro/macro nutrients. We have all your planting  needs covered.

n Markdale also has a selection of rain wear by trespass for  
kids and adults and a great selection of colored rain boots by  
muck company.

CLASSIFIED
n For sale well maintained 1995 feed truck.

GMC/Volvo - 1995  
Model ACL64 
M-11 Cummins engine  
6 cyl 
300 HP 
300 liter Aluminum fuel tank 
60 in Spread Rear Axle 
Eaton 8 speed transmission 
Drive Tires 11R22.5 
Lift Axle 275/70R22.5 
Steer 425/65R22.5 
Tandem with lift axel 
Walinga Aluminum box 
Walinga Transfer unit 
Walinga Blower unit

Located in Teeswater  
at 15 Hillcrest St. E.

n For information  
 contact  
 Dale Lougheed

 519-392-6862 or 
 hbteeswater@wightman.ca

EMPLOYEE NEWS
n Huron Bay Co-op is pleased to announce the appointment of 
Jake Bross to the position of Branch Manager of the Owen Sound 
Branch.

Jake is an agricultural degree graduate of the University of Guelph 
and has spent the last two and half years with Huron Bay Co-op 
in Owen Sound in a management training program along with 
working in the various divisions of the branch. Prior to this he 
was employed by the University of Guelph at their research farms 
doing numerous projects both in crops and livestock husbandry.  
Jake comes from one of the top dairy farms in Bruce county giving 
him lots of practical experiences.

We have been very pleased with the results Jake has produced in 
his career so far with Huron Bay Co-operative and know Jake is 
really looking forward to his new role as Branch Manager of Owen 
Sound.

n Huron Bay Co-op would like to welcome Jenessa Swanson, 
our new Credit & Collections Clerk to our administration team.

n Huron Bay would like to wish Roy Botma the best of luck in 
his retirement!

Roy was hired in 2000 as the Branch Manager for our Owen Sound 
location which further led to him managing our Wiarton location. 
He started with United Co-operatives of Ontario in Elmwood as a 
trainee. Following this, he spent two years in sales in the Grey-
Bruce area, which led him to be a Branch Manager in Port Elgin 
with UCO for two years. From 1980-1990, he was the Branch 
Manager in Owen Sound for UCO and from 1990-1995, he was 
with the feed division of UCO and GROWMARK until he came to be 
a part of the Huron Bay team in 2000. Roy has been an integral 
part of our business for the last 19 years and his contributions will 
always be valued and remembered. Luckily, we are fortunate that 
he has decided to join us one day a week for the spring season.

advice that will produce the results you demand.
n Livestock will soon be going to summer pasture. Huron Bay 
branches are fully stocked with tags (CCIA TAGS—FLY TAGS—
NUMBERED TAGS—ELECTRONIC TAGS), Black leg vaccines, 
implants, and several different wormers at RED HOT PRICING. 
Check out our supplies and prices for all segments of livestock.
n Feeding the right mineral to calving cows pays with less 
weak calves, less scours, stronger calves and less calving 
problems with your cows. Mineral also is essential for re-
breeding of the cowherd. Open cows don’t make money (just ship 
one and see). Come to the feeding experts and we can provide 
you with the right nutrient requirements for your herd.
n Our “Crystalyx” supplemental feed tubs are really taking 
off this winter and spring. We are really seeing the value of 
supplementing protein and minerals to sheep, goats and cattle. 
Forage quality last year wasn’t great and these products offer that 
extra boost to get top results out of your herd economically and 
efficiently. Try them you’ll be impressed. Another excellent product 
to help the open cow—sheep—goat—syndrome—which no one 
wants this year with record high returns in the dairy and goat 
sector and hopefully the sheep business recovers shortly.
n Do your newborn calves eat dirt? Try STARLAKE 
DIATOMACEOUS EARTH and REDUCE THE RISK OF CALF 
SCOURS AND STOMACH UPSET. This is a new product that 
shows dramatically reduced calf scour problems.
n Our petroleum products support Ontario Agriculture. 
They are spec’d out above major brands; offer ethanol input into 
gasoline, which uses Ontario corn, low sulfur—high efficiency 
diesel fuels and very competitive pricing. This is a low margin high 
volume division of your co-op. We require your volume to produce 
economical returns in this category of the business. Let’s support 
the business you own and also support the Ontario Farmer. 
Also with the low barrel price of oil many of our customers are 
locking fuel prices for up to 6 months.
n Fences are always in need of fixing or replacing with new 
ones—FENCING SUPPLIES are HEADQUARTERED at Huron 
Bay Co-operative. Our Prices are Right! When comparing prices 
watch the wire gauge is not thinner or the gates have lighter gauge 
steel in them. There are some dramatic differences.
n Have a healthy, safe and prosperous spring season.
n Remember we live where you live—Shop locally at the 
closest HURON BAY CO-OPERATIVE Branch—You own it and 
control it. Our number one priority is the prosperity of our 
members and customers.

General Manager’s Perspective continued:

ATTENTION
Head Office has Moved
We have temporarily moved to our Walkerton 
location while our ofice is being renovated.  
We can still be reached at  
519-392-8692

n Congratulations to Emily McKague for completing the 
Aspiring Leaders program this spring.  Emily presented her final 
presentation to a group of supervisors from across Ontario’s FS 
system in February. She is pictured here with her mentor Mike 
Pedlar after completing the course.


